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Raider Closet

------------------------------------------RAIDER CLOSET ORDER FORM
Name

~

_

Address

Quality Clothing
at

_

City

State.L,

Phone

___

-"--

--"-__

~

_

Zip Code

_

Bargain Prices!
Color

Description

SHIPPING
Order Amount
1.00-$20.00
$20.01-$40.00
$40.01-$80.00
$80.01 and over

s

& HANDLING
Shipping Cost
$ 2.00
3.00
$ 4.00
$ 5.00

s

For Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico
shipment add $5.00 to U.S. prices.
Outside

u.s,

530.00

To save shipping and handling,
stop in at the Alumni Office.

Size

Quantity

Unit Price

A. Sweat Shorts

red/white

S M L XL

$14.00

B.

red/gray

X

$14.95

C Alumni Sweater (orion a<;rylic)

white wi red

M L XL

$16.95

D. Alumni

white wi red

5 M L XL

$14.50

white
wi colors

Back Pack

Sweatshirt

5 M L XL

$13.95

white
wi red

5 M L XL

~en-$12.95
omen $11.95

gray w/ red

X

S 5.95

gray w I red

5 M L XL

$25.95

red wi white
white w/ red
while/red

5 M L XL

E. NW Beach Club Sweatshirt
F. N\N Polo Shirt SO%C<ltton 5O"'~puJyest~r
Circle: Men Women
G. Corduroy

Cap

H. Corduroy

Jacket

I. NW T-Shirts
I. Boxer Shorts

All sizes unless stated are Men's Adult. Write for information
sweatshirts and sweatsuits for toddler and youth.
MAll

ORDER TO: Alumni Office
Northwestern College
Orange City, Iowa 51041
__________________________________________
or call: 712~737-4821 ext. 111
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Total Price

8.50
6.00

Sub-total
Shipping &
Handling
.See Ch~rl)

Total
Amount Enclosed]
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The Role of Intercollegiate
Sports are a major interest inour
society. We know this from their prominentexposure
in the media; we know it
also because of casual conversation in the
corner cafe. Sport captures our imagination and spirit. In our major cities, in local
towns, in colleges, and in high schools the
influence of sport is pervasive.

While many literally worship sport and
place athletes on a vulnerable pedestal as
idols, others point to a disgusting level of
overemphasis manifesting itself in
cheating, greed, scandal, drug abuse and
other such visible signs of ugliness.

..,.

Few of us probably question the
potential benefits which can accrue from
engaging in wholesome athletic competi-

tion. Beyond the well-documented
physical and emotional advantages
physical activity come the obvious

of

recall-vividly-are
the relationships with
players and coaches-from
our teams and
our opponents. I always felt it was a
distinct privilege as a coach to work with
young men in the development of their

athletic talents. If they only learned from
me how to win ball games I consider

myself an abject failure. But if the players
enjoyed a quality educational
opportunities

for learning teamwork, fair

experience

including the appropriate blend of both

the enjoyment which they receive from
competitive participation and the lessons

they learn from it which justify the
expenditures for this part of the college
experience. A concomitant, though
secondary, reason for the athletic program
is the enjoyment afforded college and
community spectators. Some (few)
institutions are able to subscribe fully to

play and leadership. Developing individ-

curricular and co-curricular programs then

this philosophy and find within close
geographic proximity other like-minded

ual talents, pursuing common goals and
nurturing a strong work ethic are also
noble ideals. But can we reap the benefits
of sport without the accompanying
negative aspects so prevalent today? I
believe we can and we must.
I love athletics. It has been, is now, and

coaching was a high calling indeed!

institutions

I suspect always will be a big part of my
life. As a player and coach I enjoyed the
thrill of competition and the immediate
accountability afforded participants. Sport
has given me strength of character. I am
absolutely convinced that lessons learned
from sport in the past and from less
intense and frequent chances for athletic
competition now (at an admittedly inferior
level of performance!) lead to qualities
which make me a better college president.
I honestly do not remember our won-lost
records. Team trips and schedules fade

with the passage of time. What I do

Sport is a part of life, a very significant
part for some of us, but it is not life itself.
The key to maximizing the positive aspects
of athletics while minimizing the negative

is keeping sport in perspective. All of us
know this. I have witnessed, indeed been
an integral part of athletic programs where
this has been true. And it has been

accomplished by people: student-athletes,
coaches, faculty, and administrators.

It is

only through the diligent efforts of all of
these groups that the many very positive
aspects of sport can be realized.
The purest form of intercollegiate
athletics is found on campuses where there
are no athletic scholarships, no special
residence halls or cafeterias for athletes.
Athletes are treated the same as everyone
else on campus. Athletic programs are
designed primarily for the participant. It is
4

with which they can compete.

A small departure from this philosophy
exists on other campuses where modest
scholarship monies are provided for

participants in athletics (and probably
music, theatre, and other performing and
activity groups as well). Participants are

paid to play but still compete basically
because they enjoy it. They are treated the
same as other students on campus.
Budgets are funded from the college
general and educational funds. Like athletes attending the colleges above there is
little preoccupation with the dream of one

day being a professional athlete. The
percentage of those turning pro from this
level just doesn't merit the attention.
A substantial departure from this
philosophy exists at most major (and some
not so major) college campuses where
athletes are given full scholarships to

Athletics at N orthwestern
participate. They likely have aspirations
for professional sport and expect to be, and
are, treated more favorably than other
students. Special tutors, meals, lodging,
and transportation all tell the athlete in a

"If my players only
learned how to win ball
games I consider myself
an abject failure."
tangible way that s/he is "better" than the
other students. Now, there is considerable
talk that a free education, special treatment, and access to personal coaching
which will launch professional careers at
multimillion dollar salaries are not
enough-they need monthly spending
allowances as well! Why should educational institutions provide a minor league
system for professional teams? Big time
college sport is largely a business separate
from the primary task of the university.
Yes, it's all a matter of perspective, of
balance, of priority. And monitoring this is
difficult because oftentimes our various
constituencies elevate sport's importance
far beyond what is reasonable.
How can sport be kept in perspective
at a college like Northwestern? As an
underlying principle let us recognize that
athletes are neither more or less important
than other groups. There is nothing in our
experience which indicates that they
should be propelled above the status of
others who use God-given talents in
different areas such as music or activity
clubs. Athletes are not more special than
others; they are not less special ei ther!
Administration must see to it that the
support of athletics does not take a disproportionate amount of the budget, that
the pressure to win is not so great that the
temptation exists to seek an unfair advantage (the root cause behind almost all
evil in sport!) over worthy opponents, and
that schedules do not detract appreciably
from the primary purpose of academic
pursuits. Sport is not conducted in a
vacuum. Rather, there is interest and
control at the very highest levels as with
all dimensions of the collegiate experience.
Faculty must continually demonstrate
the worth of an education. Learning
should be exciting, challenging, engaging.

Coaches should expect commitment for
practices and games. Great care must be
exercised that time demands on players
are not excessive. Coaches must demonstrate balance in their own activities and
behavior, and stress the importance of
education. Nothing should detract a
student-athlete from making satisfactory
progress toward receipt of the college
degree.

[

Student-athletes must prioritize and
discipline themselves! There needs to be
the realization that an education is
primary, athletic participation secondary.
Sacrifices are being made for an education,
not a professional sports career. Although
a few Northwestern graduates have
played professional football and basketball, I know of no NWC athlete in over 100
years of our existence who has made a
long-term career in professional sport. The
greatest waste of competitive athletic
talent is in the intramural league of the
major colleges-athletes who thought they
could make it big. Believe me, if you're
good enough you'll know it-there will be
full scholarships and scouts knocking at
your door' Scholar-athletes should
recognize and appreciate their own special
talents while also recognizing the special
gifts in others.
Northwestern's athletic program is not
perfect, but it is admirably administered
with integrity by Athletic Director Les
Douma. We are who we say we are! We
expect our coaches to be role models in
their personal lives, to possess coaching
5

expertise, to be enthusiastic and professional. There must be a commitment to
excellence in recruiting, planning, organizing, teaching, demonstrating and
counseling, all the while practicing the
highest ethics.
Our student-athletes are amateurs.
There is no attempt to belittle them or their
abilities. We do not swear at them or
physically or mentally abuse them. In
short, we try to help them feel better about
themselves today than yesterday, and
better still tomorrow. True sportsmen,
whether players or spectators, appreciate
and applaud exceptional performance. We
cheer for our team, not against our
opponents. Athletes receive modest
scholarships for their participation and
their total gift aid is very similar to the gift
aid profile of all other students on campus.
There is equity between men's and
women's programs wi th respect to
scholarships, facilities, budgets, schedules,
equipment and staffing. The National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAIA), of which we are a part, has
recently upgraded standards for participation significantly. Our goal is to ensure academic progress toward the degree
over a four-year period. As with all
programs, the college community must
remain constantly vigilant to ensure that
with respect to academic standards,
schedules, time commitments, overall
emphasis and budgets, athletics are kept in
proper perspective----as an enhancing,
enjoyable, educational experience, designed primarily for the participants and as
an activity that is secondary to the
academic program.
The mission of Northwestern College is
to provide a quality, distinctly Christian
liberal arts education for all her students. A
dynamic co-curricular program is designed
to enhance this overall mission. It is in this
regard that athletics at Northwestern play
a very important role in the life of the
institution.

(Editor's note: As a student at Hope College, Dr.
Bultman Uk2S MVP and captain of the basebaII team
and captain of the football team. While on Hope's
faculty, he was head baseball coach and assistant
football coach)
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Politics, Christianity
and Social Justice
"Christians have almost a duty to be involved
in politics. Government is instituted by God
(Romans 13), and God wouldn't want us to
stay away from something he instituted."
Ron Wagenaar '81, attorney, Legal Services Corporation of Iowa,
Mason City

"I have a lot of faith in the legislative process.
It's not necessarily a clean process, but it can
be. That's why it's essential that Christians
become involved."
Paul Symens x65, farmer and state representative, Amherst, SD
Politics and Christianity-two topics that are guaranteed to
stimulate debate wherever one goes. Put them together and the
results are akin to lighting a match in a full gasoline tank:
Visions of Oliver North being set forth as a model American by
Jerry Falwell. Jesse Jackson preaching his political gospel on a
cold Iowa farm. Pat Robertson bristling at being called a former
TV evangelist. Jimmy Carter sharing, via Playboy magazine,
that he had committed adultery in his heart.
Yet, there are better examples (although notas enticing to
the media) of the integration of Christianity and politics: Politicians using their Christian principles to guide
them in the decision- .,,~',Nit" .......
"} making process. Individu.
a Is wor ki ng t 0 bri
nng "'llP~
CHll:I {llM a bo ut a more Just
an d
moral society through
' letter-writing campaigns
and other grassroots
f1u
1 involvement. Voters
choosing
candidates
based upon Scripture and a
thorough knowledge of the issues.
Christians have a responsibility to be involved in politics,
members of the Northwestern College community unanimously agreed in interviews this summer. Representing both
parties and varying in political involvement from future
aspirations to behind-the-scenes work or holding elected office,
those interviewed offered their viewpoints on the role of
Christians in the shaping of our nation's public policy.
"Clearly Christians have to respond to the secularization of
society," said Dr. Robert Zwier, associate professor of political
science and acting vice president for academic affairs, "but
there's a right and a wrong way to do that. The wrong way is
to get a bunch of Christians together, form a majority and force

A good Christian citizen has a Bible under one arm and a
newspaper-in the other. Far too many have neither, or just one," said
Dr. Robert Zwier, associate professor of political science.
II

sectarian religious beliefs on everyone in society.
"The right way is to develop principles or goals that are
consistent with our understanding of Scripture, but can also be
supported by those who don't share OUT religious views:'
For an example, Zwier mentioned world hunger. "The Bible
is full of injunctions to help the oppressed and feed the hungry.
A good 'humanist' is also concerned. It's natural for Christians
and others to work together on those issues." He also cited
environmental protection and nuclear disarmament as types of
issues for which there are common principles that are morally
rooted for many people and religiously rooted for Christians.

"When you try to impose your views on other
people who are not Christians, then you're
going too far."
Andrea Van lJ.:ek 74, chairperson of the Sioux County Republican
Party
Orange City lawyer Andrea Van Beek, a delegate to the
6

1988 Republican National Convention, pointed out that
Christians in politics don't have the right to force their opinions on others. "I can suggest to people that I don't like them to
swear, but I can't try to get a law passed when there isn't a
consensus in society
that it is wrong," she
explained.
Zwier agreed.
"We have to
be careful we
don't interfere
with others'
rights to
follow
their
basic religious views. We
simply have
to allow people
the freedom
to choose their
own religion
and follow their
views to their
logical
conclusions.
"I argue for that
from both legal and
biblical perspectives," Zwier continued. "The legal guideline is
the First Amendment religion clauses. From a biblical viewpoint, God himself gives us a choice and we can choose to go
our own way. We have to allow people to make what we consider wrong choices and follow them to their natural conclusions."

Politics Becomes Real in
American Studies Program
Several Northwestern students have had the opportunity to study the role of Christians in politics in
the unique environment of Washington, D.C.,
through the American Studies Program.
Since 1976, the Christian College Coalition has
offered the semester-long program for students of
its member institutions. The participants,intern
about 25 hours a week with a government agency,
related organization or politician.
In classroom seminars, the program focuses on a
particular topic each month and presents experts
with varying viewpoints on the subject. While
Barney Mundorf '88 was in the program last year,
the students studied presidential campaigns and
civil religion in January; focused on AIDS and a
biblical study of justice in February; and learned
about South African policy and continued the theme
of justice in March.
The program does a "great job of integrating the
Christian faith and perspective with the various
issues," said Mundorf. 'We tried to dig out the
biblical principles of justice-how we as Christians
can influence public policy and try to make it more
just from a biblical perspective, yet remain faithful
to Christ and not compromise our beliefs,"
Jeff Van Der Werff'83 said, "They challenged
our preconceived ideas of things, discussed how the
lordship of Christ relates in all areas."
Northwestern students in the American Studies
Program have interned with the Heritage Foundation, the Library of Congress, a public defender and
congressmen. lhis fall three NWC students are
involved in the program.

Tammy Kuhnau, left, and Ann Vander Kooi participate in a
simulated debate in Intemational Relations class.

Abortion came up often in comments from Northwestern
alumni as an example of a "wrong choice." Many voiced an
opposition to abortion, but pointed to a broader perspective on
the issue.
"1 think abortion is an absolute sin," said Van Beek, "but
we don't have a consensus that it ought to be illegal or even
how that law would be written. We have to wait for the public
to develop a consensus."
"I feel abortion is wrong," said Paul Symens x65, a Democratic South Dakota state
representative. "But beyond that, we should
be working at the
root of the problem
instead of just
saying 'let's stop
abortion.'
Abortion is the
result of a
problem that we
need to get at."
Ron Wagenaar
'81, a Legal
Services lawyer in
Mason City, lA,
added, "If we're
against abortion,
we have to be willing
to provide funds for
the ADC
(Aid
to
Dependent Children)
and child care, to meet those needs as well,"
With the mention of abortion came discussions of the
religious right. Many politically active Northwestern alumni

apparently feel frustrated that when members of the public or
the media think of Christians and politics, they think of the
Christian right. As pointed out by those interviewed for this
article, two people can be Christians and yet be diametrically
opposed on certain issues.
"The religious right narrows the agenda too much," said Dr.
Zwier. "They are only concerned about abortion, pornography,
homosexuality, gambling, school prayer ...what I call lifestyle
moral issues. That's far too narrow an agenda. All issues are
moral issues; just about any decision the President or legislature makes is ultimately based on a moral view.
"It's far more important for Christians to work on economics, defense, environmental issues. I think the Scriptures
speak more loudly to defense and environmental issues than to
prayer in the schools," he said.
"I have a real problem with one-issue voters" said Wagenaar, the lawyer, who interned with Senator Roger Jepsen
through the Christian College Coalition's American Studies
Program as a senior at Northwestern. "You run into problems if
you look, for example, at a candidate's stance on abortion, but
not at anything else in his record. Christians should be involved with their eyes open, looking at the whole spectrum,"
said Wagenaar.
7

"Many Christians hit blindly--they yell about
things, but are not educated in how the political system works. They just waste their efforts, because they don't know when or to
whom they should talk."

Ritsema Doesn't Miss
Life in State Senate
In 1986, after eight
years representing
northwest Iowa in the
Iowa House and Senate,
Doug Ritsema '75 made
a decision that may have
surprised many people.
'1 had always told
myself tha t there was
nothing wrong with
skepticism, but when
that skepticism turned
to cynicism, it was time
to get out." So, he got
out.
Now a computer programmer for National Car
Rental in Minneapolis, Ritsema says he doesn't miss
politics at alL "I'm feeling very good about my decision
at this point," he adds.
Why did he quit? '1really wasn't enjoying it as
much as I should have been, and because of that, I
probably wasn't giving as much to it as I should have.
Eight years is quite a while to be in the legislature."
The enjoyment of politics began leaving him when
he "started developing a real bias against the government itself." One who feels that people should solve
their problems without government intervention if
possible, Ritsema says he noticed that people keep
needing to have more and more government.
"Even the strongly conservative people who don't
want government intervention in one area, keep looking
for the government to help in areas that concern them,"
he says. "People are giving up more and more control in
their lives (to the government)."
Ritsema, who was in Northwestern's Student Senate
his senior year and interned. with a state legislator while
at the University of Iowa Law School, became disillusioned with politicians during his stint as a representative. "(The legislature) is a lot more partisan than I
thought it ought to be," he explains. He says votes are
made often on the basis of who is proposing a bill,
rather than the merits of the bill itself.
Still, Ritsema encourages those interested. in politics
to look for ways to get involved.. "I don't regret being in
the legislature. I feel I was able to contribute something,
and I worked with some real good people."
From an insider's viewpoint, he knows the impact
citizens can make concerning public policy decisions.
"Personal leiters to legislators had an effect in the state
legislature," he says, while discouraging the use of form
letters.
And, he emphasizes, more Christians need to be
involved in politics. "All people in politics use their
own system of beliefs in making their decisions. It's
really important to have Christians involved."

Julie Bundt, senior political science major, Glidden, IA
Getting involved in politics is more than mailing a form
leiter or carrying a picket sign. Those "in the know" say that
it is vital to work
within the system. That
process may begin
by volunteering at the
cou nty
party
headquarters or faithfully attending
• city council meetings.
These activities
don't sound glamorous;
yet they are a way "
of building personal
credibility
and
political knowledge. And,
added
Dr. Zwier,
manyimportantissuesare
faced at this level: library boards wrestle over what books
should be in their collections; zoning commissions determine
where to place landfills or whether a new highrise should be
allowed.
It's not only who you know, but what you know that will
determine your impact on the political process. In addition to
reading Scripture with an eye for public policy issues and
keeping abreast of the latest events through newspapers and
magazines, people should join interest groups which fit their
political philosophies, Zwier suggested. Examples of such
groups from across the ideological spectrum are the Moral
Majority (now known as the Liberty Federation), Bread for the
World and Evangelicals for Social Action.

"More and more Christian groups are speaking to the important issues. I think that is
good as long as the church pronouncements
get down to the level of the person in the pew
and aren't just statements from the church
leadership."
Dr. Robert Zwier, associate prOfessor of political science
Dr. Zwier, a longtime observer of politics and Christianity
and the author of "Born Again Politics" (1982, InterVarsity
Press), reports a fairly steady increase in the number of Christians and religious groups involved in politics-en increase that
began with the Civil Rights movement and Vietnam War. He's
glad to see it.
That increase in Christian political interest may also be
occurring at NWC.
Julie Bundt, a political
science rnajor who
has been acti ve in
Northwestern,st.A.
'~.
Global Issues Board,
said the hoopla.
(
.
ofIowa's Caucuses
this
year
-- .
- (
helped students see
tha t poli tical
"A.
..*
issues "touch base
with
where
;.\
they are." The
Global
Issues 0<,,,
c ~'"
Board keeps students
aware of current
~~y
".p..\4
issues by writing
editorials and world
..
news briefs for The
Beacon and by putting
table tents with questions about
current events, on the cafeteria tables.
"It's the responsibility of the church to educate its people as
to their proper role in the world," said Zwier. "(The church)
has tended to focus on either evangelism or social action. If one

·t~ ....
~

reads the Great Commission accurately, it includes both
evangelism and social action."
8

ment.
"If it's our responsibility as Christians to seek justice, we
can't do that outside of the political system. Many of the
injustices that occur in society are structural or systemic in
nature, and the only effective solution is to take structural or
systemic features into account," said Professor Zwier.
"God uses Christians' lives as a redeeming factor. We can
make a powerful impact," commented Julie Bundt. "I've
really developed a heart for justice in society and am realizing

Ritsema, the former state legislator, applauds efforts by the
church to educate its members about their social responsibility.
"I get concerned, though, when the church plays the role of
actually determining what we should think or how we should
vote."
Christian lawmakers may sense more responsibility in
examining issues than their colleagues. As a Christian, I was
forced to look at a lot more sides of the issues than if I were
just deciding on my own," said Ritsema.
II

"You judge whether a system, structure or
policy is just by how it affects the people at
the bottom."
Barney Mundorf'SS, law student, St. Louis University
In Isaiah 58, God' 5 people are instructed to " ...loose the
chains of injustice ...set the oppressed free ...share your food
with the hungry and ...provide the poor wanderer with shelter." That's a calling that many Christians believe can be met,
at least partially, through involvement in politics and govern-

Getting an "Inside View"
Geraldine Ferraro, Jesse Jackson, President Reagan ...Rachel Klay '80 has seen them all. In fact, as a Secret
Service agent, it's her responsibility to watch such
political figures--and those around them-very carefully.
While Klay's job is to protect public officials and their
families, Dan Kappers '79 protects the public from
politicians who have gone awry. An FBI special agent in
the Chicago area, Kappers investigates possible criminal
wrongdoing of elected and appointed public officials.
Although their jobs differ, Klay and Kappers both get
a behind-the-scenes look at politicians. Unfortunately,
because of federal and agency laws, they cannot comment about specifics.
Klay, who was a psychology major with a career
concentration in criminal justice at NWC, did graduate
study at Sangamon State University in Springfield, IL.
She worked for the sheriff's department in Sangamon
County before joining the Secret Service in 1983.
Her first four and a half years with the Secret Service
were spent in investigation at a field office. One of about
75 women among 2,(X)(}Secret Service agents, she has
been on permanent protection of the Michael Reagan
family in California during the last year. Involved in
temporary details in the '84 and '88 elections, she also
has protected the Carters, Fords, Lady Bird Johnson and
Maureen Reagan.
Kappers graduated. from the Harvard University Law
School in 1982 and joined the Office of the General
Counsel, u.s. Department of Agriculture. From 1983-86
he was a legislative assistant for Republican Senator
James Abdnor of South Dakota.
One who has long had an interest in law and politics-he was Student Senate president his junior year at
NWC-Kappers
said he enjoyed very much the opportunity to live and work in Washington.
His decision to join the FBI was not based on disenchantment with political life; it just "sounded like one
of the most interesting things to do," he said.

Andrea Van Beek '74 and other Iowa supporters of George Bush
enjoyed a Labor Day '87 visit with the Bushes in
Kennebunkport, ME.

how big a role government has to play, but how little Christians are involved in that."
Ron Wagenaar '81 is an example of one Christian who is
involved. After receiving his law degree from the University of
Washington, he joined the Legal Services Corporation of Iowa
in Mason City. Shunning opportunities for much higher
salaries-."! made more money as a second year la w clerk for a
medium-sized firm in Seattle than I will after 10 years in legal
services" --he chose to work with the federally funded legal
program which serves low income people.
"Many of our clients are very intimidated. by the system;
they have been kicked and pushed around. I get a lot of job
satisfaction being able to help them," said Wagenaar. "I try to
encourage them and make a difference in their lives. (As a
result) I have gained trust and respect from people who didn't
trust anyone else."

"It's very interesting to live and work in the
Washington atmosphere. One week you're
studying the MX missile; the next week a tax
bilL"
Dan Kappers 79, former legislative assistant
[continued on page 10)
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Central American Tour
Changes Takalo's View
(Top) Hillside shacks house Honduran peasants.
(Right center) Dr. Ronald Takalo points to bullet holes in the side
of the bus which carried his group around Nicaragua.
(Below) An abandoned tractor in the Nicaraguan countryside
illustrates the effects of the U.S. blockade against that nation.
Takalo said the blockade is hurting Iowa-fanners would love to
buy John Deere parts (manufactured in Iowa), but have no access
to them.

After spending three weeks this summer in Nicaragua,
Honduras and Costa Rica on a Christian College Coalition
study tour, Dr. Ronald Takalo, assistant professor of Spanish,
said he had "changed a lot of my thinking about what's going
on in Central America."
One thing that struck Takalo was the poverty in Nicaragua,
illustrated by the lack of food and clothing. "Honduras is
reputed to be the poorest country, but the poverty seemed to
be much more Widespread in Nicaragua."
While Nicaraguan officials were "very much into revolutionary rhetoric," Takalo said they wouldn't talk about the
economy-which
apparently is hurting badly.
Takalo says about 95 percent of the people his group talked
to are against the Sandinistas. Yet, among the church leaders
speaking to the 22 members of the study tour, the only
religious opposition seemed to be among the Catholics. "A
Catholic leader spoke out quite openly against the conditions.
In contrast, the evangelical or Protestant church seems to have
bought into the system and abandoned any opposition or
struggle:' he explained.
Takalo said he was very disturbed to hear allegations that
the CIA is involved in drug operations. Although a Western
diplomat vociferously denied it, Takalo said the evidence was
"quite convincing" that the CIA is aware of others who are
running drugs from Nicaragua into the United States and
returning with guns for the Contras.
Hearing from government officials, oppos-ition leaders, U.S.
diplomats and church representatives, Takalo said it was very
hard to determine the truth about situations in Central
America. "The 'facts' presented were very contradictory. One
official said that 70 percent of the people are illiterate; another
said 30 percent. It was very hard to put your finger on the
truth."
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(continued from page 9)

What is it about politics that attracts people? For many, it's
the opportunity to consider important issues and have a voice
in decisions. "I like the grappling about important issues," said
Dr. Zwier. "Politics is really a reflection of society's values, a
struggle among people of competing visions. I find that
competition and grappling exciting; it can also be frustrating."
Several of those interviewed also said that politics offers the

opportunity to meet great people. "The best thing about
politics is you meet really neat people and become lifelong
friends," said Van Beek, who sought but lost the Republican
nomination for Iowa state attorney general in 1982.
"You see some bad--instances of personal and political
gain," concluded Symens, the state legislator. "But I think most
politicians are looking out for the good of the people."

Historical campaign buttons from the collection of Gerrit Rens. Graphics by Jim Hill.
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Public Service Career Leads to State Post
dell. Despite losing, Rensink says it was a
"fascina ting, great experience."
"I met thousands of people and even if
they weren't going to vote for me, they
were highly respectful of what I was doing. The expressions of appreciation were
overwhelming," he recounts.
While Rensink says he didn't under-

Up Close
Name: Darrel Rensink
Hometown: Sioux Center, IA
Education:Northwestern Jr. College, A.A.,
1958
Occupation: Director, fowaDepartment
of Transportation
Family: Wife, Jo;five children

Darrel Rensink

While a student at Northwestern Junior
College, Darrel Rensink '58 had "little
thought or desire to be politically active."
lt wasn't until he worked with the late
Sioux Center, lA, Mayor Maurice Te Paske
that Rensink became interested in politics.
"(Mayor Te Paske) was highl y involved in
politics and he apparently sensed some
political blood in me," said Rensink, who
worked almost 29 years for the city of
Sioux Center. "He invited me to attend
county political functions and I developed
a better appreciation for politics and the
role it plays in our daily lives."
While working his way up from being
Sioux Center's bookkeeper and office
manager to becoming city manager,
Rensink also was "laying groundwork for
future political aspirations." His political
activity grew from county involvement to
leadership in the 6th district and state. He
was elected a member of the Republican
State Central Committee and served 18
months as 6th district Republican chairman.
The former Northwestern College
trustee also was on regional and state
health boards and the League of Iowa
Municipalities. In 1981 he was appointed
by Gov. Robert Ray as a commissioner of
the Department of Transportation.
Rensink was the Republican nominee
for the U.S. Congress 6th district seat in
1984, challenging incumbent Berkley Be-

estimate the hard work, time, travel and
money involved in running for Congress,
he admits to being somewhat overwhelmed with the complexities at that politicallevel. "It takes a tremendous amount
of research work and study to become
familiar with and knowledgeable of the
many issues in which people are interested-not only domestic issues, but
also foreign affairs."
In addition, the candidate's role as the
principle fund-raiser for the campaign was
not one of Rensink's favorite tasks.
All in all, he says he has no second
thoughts about his decision to run and
even has "a lot of memories for many
years to come."
Since becoming the director of Iowa's
Department of Transportation (DOD in
May, Rensink faces many new challenges,
and experiences politics from a different
perspective. Although he was appointed
by Gov. Terry Branstad, Rensink says his
position is nonpartisan; he cannot actively
support political candidates.
"I do interact in political circles, there's
no way to get around it. The governor is
my boss and I have a distinct responsibility to deliver the programs
(Branstad wants). I just try to do what I
think is the best for the state of Iowa."
When most Iowans think of DOT, they
think ofhighways-IO,OOO miles of roads
are under the jurisdiction of Rensink's
11

organization. Yet the department's
divisions also include motor vehicles
(laws, enforcement and licensing), air,
transit, rail and water.
''My job is to deliver Iowa's transportation system and to do that with the
limited amount of resources available. The
biggest challenge is to accommodate the
changing needs and expectations of the
people of Iowa. We are putting an increased emphasis on targeting our resources to be able to do that."
Rensink is proud of the support DOT
received this year from the state legislahue. Lawmakers voted for a fuel tax increase and approved the establishment of
the Commercial Industrial Network. A
linkage of 2,300 miles of existing primary
highway access and feeder lines to interstate systems and major population corridors, the Commercial Industrial Network
receives special attention from DOT.
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"Eighty percent of the jobs and people
in Iowa are on or within 10 miles of the
Network," says Rensink, "so keeping those
highways in the best shape is essential if
we're going to have economic development in the state." He stresses that the rest
of Iowa's highway system won't be
neglected; repairs will be done to the
extent needed as money is available.
Supervising DOT' s 4,000 em ployees
and $400 million annual budget is a big
switch from directing 40 employees, as he
did in Sioux Center. Yet, he says, "You get
the job done by using the organization.
Your principles of management stay the
same."
Rensink, who generally puts in 65-70
hours a week, says he has an extreme desire to make life better for people. "I consider myself a problem-solver. The continuing urge to work for the people is what
drives me. That's in strong keeping with
my Christian beliefs and background. My
motives are right-I don't do it for the
glory or the money."
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Social Justice:
A Way of Life.,------.

by Ann Vander Kooi '88
Working with the disadvantaged
doesn't occupy an occasional weekend for
Mike '83 and Becky '81 (Tuinstra)
Hofkamp; it's a full-time career. For the
last several years, the Hofkamps have
worked as volunteers with the Mennonite
Central Committee (MCC).
Their involvement with MCC began
four years ago in Miami, where they
helped bridge the gap between neighborhood Haitian immigrants and the cammuter congrega tion a t a Presbyterian
church in "Little Haiti." The past two years
the Hofkamps have worked with MCC in
Minneapolis. MCC places volunteers, with
specific skills or experience, at agencies
unable to hire staff persons. Volunteers
work in the agencies until they are able to
hire their own staff. In return for their
work, volunteers receive support from
MCC.
For Becky, an English and political
science double major, working with MCC
in Minneapolis included serving as a
newsletter editor and activist for the
Hunger Education Agency. She credits
Northwestern for giving her insight into
the political process. "The political science
classes at Northwestern made me understand that lobbying and petition driving
made sense and that those are appropriate
means (for making a difference in society)."
Becky also ran Urban Encounter, a
program through which church groups
experience the city by visiting soup
kitchens and shelters for the homeless.
When funding for the Hunger Education
Agency and Urban Encounter was depleted last April, she began work with Alliance of the Streets, an organization utilized by the homeless and poor to make
public their issues. While with Alliance of
the Streets, Becky developed a brochure
and newsletter describing the organization.
While in Minneapolis, Mike, a political
science and psychology double major, has
been the project director at Habitat for
Humanity. Habitat is an international
organization in which volunteers build
and rehabilitate housing for the needy.

- • I _ .If

Up Close
Name: Mike Hofkamp
Hometown: Leota, MN
Education: Northwestern College, B.A.,
psychology and political science, 1983;
will work on M.A. in religious studies
with concentration in peace and justice
issues at Iliff School of Theology.
Hobbies: canoeing, traveling
Name: Becky {Tuinstra) Hofkamp
Hometown: Des Moines, fA
Education: Northwestern College, B.A.,
English and political science, 1981
Hobbies: sewing, canoeing, baking bread

Habitat then provides no-interest capital
so needy individuals can purchase the
homes.
As project director, Mike says, "My role
was as a catalyst. Iwas to carry the baton
as in a race and pass it on to the next
person." He performed many tasks from
public relations to general contracting.
Since college graduation, the couple
has been actively involved in working for
social justice. For Mike, that interest began
while he was at Northwestern. "I always
had a heart for the underdog. Getting
involved in social issues was a direction
for those energies. Jerry Sittser (former
chaplain at Northwestern) spotted that
12

As project director for Habitat for Humanity
in Minneapolis, Mike Hofkamp '83
coordinated a project in which people from
various denominations worked to provide this
house for a single mother to raise her children.

energy and directed it to the Global Issues
Board, where Iwas the first supervisor."
Another strong influence on Mike was
a semester he interned in Washington,
D.C., with the American Studies Program.
He spent the semester doing research in
international affairs for the Heritage
Foundation. "The D.C. semester was really
evangelical in approach: they forced the
issues of theology and politics. Politics is a
part of life, faith is a part of life and those
two things need to be consistent with each
other."
Becky says Mike was the catalyst who
helped her become involved in social issues. "When we know people whose reality is not what others is, then we have to
question that. I learned that was the only
way to make sense of Christianity. That
was my motivation for becoming involved."
The Hofkamps are enthusiastic about
MCC and have decided to serve another
stint. Recently they moved to Denver, CO,
where they serve as co-directors wi th
Denver Opportunity for Out Reach
(DOOR); a program in which youth come
to the city to learn about and reflect on
urban life.
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Cobb Works For
Indian Justice
Stephen Cobb's interest in social justice,
particularly for Native Americans, dates to
his boyhood. When he played cowboys
and Indians, he always identified more
with the Indians than the cowboys.
"(My interest) laid latent for a time,"
said Cobb, "because I wanted to go into
the pastoral ministry and thought I'd do it
that way, but I never served any Native
American churches."
His interest revived when he was
exposed to radical and new left thought
during graduate school in the 1960s but his
interest remained intellectual. "I've always
been concerned at a philosophical and
theological level-I've been preachy in
class," said the professor of sociology at
NWC. And, he has been concerned about
the relationship of his faith to his discipline-again at an intellectual level.
"I came to the conclusion," said Cobb,
"that it's been the comfortable ... easy and
safe way. I carne to the conclusion that the
integration of faith and learning is to get
out and do something. As I understand the
Scriptures, there is ... a mandate to go and
do something."
Cobb now wants to do "applied value
research." "Why not do that which is
relevant?" he asks. Although not wholly
discounting the value of "research just to
do research," Cobb said he is now simply
disinterested in such work.
Interestingly, it was just such "pure"
research that led Cobb to his current
opinion and provided the impetus for him
to become involved personally in Native
American social justice.
During a sabbatical leave in 1982-83,
one of Cobb's professors at Northwestern
University told him of an indigenous
Navajo church with phenomenal growth
and suggested Cobb study the movement.
No one had done so and Cobb was
intrigued because the sociology of religion
was a special interest of his. He has spent
portions of each summer since, except

Dr. Stephen Cobb lived in a hogan, the traditional dwelling of the Navajo,
while studying the Navajo Bible Believers in Arizona.

1987, on the Navajo reservation in northeast Arizona, interviewing members of the
Navajo Bible Believers and Videotaping
their activities.

Dr. Stephen Cobb

Cobb thinks he was accepted by the
Navajo people because he went in with an
attitude of wanting to learn from them
rather than wanting to "help them out."
The latter approach has characterized the
traditional way of conducting Native
American studies, according to Cobb.
The more he worked in Arizona, Cobb
began wondering if there were opportunities for research in the Indian reservations
of northeast Nebraska.
As it happened, there are many such
opportunities at the Omaha reservation.
"The big thing on the Omaha reservation since 1973," said Cobb, "is the Blackbird Bend land dispute."
(Briefly, the land dispute concerns
6,390 acres on Blackbird Bend located on
the Iowa side of the Missouri River. The
Omaha Tribe claims that the land was included in the original 1854 land treaty, but
because of the change in the river's course,
it was separated from the reservation.
Although the tribe was able to get back
2,200 acres, it was unable to retrieve an
additional 700 acres that provide the only
access to the 2,200 acres.)
Cobb wanted to find out about the
13

dispute from the Indians' perspective, he
said. "I just got involved. assisting putting
together a synopsis of the dispute. In the
process we decided it might be useful to
put it down as a paper that could be of use
to the tribe on the one hand and rna ybe
inform the larger academic community on
the other."
In addition, Cobb and Kathy Vander
Werff, a Northwestern senior, are editing a
collection of poems and essays by an
Omaha Indian woman, Eunice Stabler.
"We're in the process of putting together an introduction about why her
writings are so important to the Omaha
and others," said Cobb. Her son, Hollis
Stabler, is an artist and will write a preface
and illustrate the book, said Cobb. This is
the kind of work that demonstrates Cobb's
idea of practical research. It is work
initiated by the tribe that provides insight
into the tribe's culture while also helping
to preserve the culture.
"(Native Americans) want us to understand and appreciate them and to work
as partners with them," said Cobb.
Cobb has written academic papers
based on his work with the Navajo Bible
Believers, but is now working with the
church's founder, Ken Begishe, on a history of the movement. "The main concern
is to put it together for the people themselves," said Cobb. The second goal, he
said, is for Christians to read it to learn
that the most effective ministries among
Indians are indigenous ones.
Cobb was ordained a Methodist minister, as were his father, grandfather, greatand great-great grandfathers before him.
"As I look back on my father as a pastor,
he was concerned about the hands-on part
of ministry with people. That's where
Christian sociology should be," he said.
"It's so important not to swoop down
on the reservation. If we can be partners,
that's how I'd like to get involved," he
said.

HOMECOMING '88
Saturday, October 8
Coffee

and cookies with faculty and staff in Windmill Park, 9:30 -10:30 a.m.

Parade downtown,
Luncheons,

10:00 - 10:30 a.m.

11:00 a.m,

N-Club - RSC Mini-gym
Open Dining - Fern Smith Hall
Pre-game

Football

festivities at De Valois Field, 12:45· 1:30 p.m,

vs. Benedictine at De Valois Field, 1:30 p.m,

Social Hour - apple cider and cookies in DeWitt Music Hall, Tours of Christ
Chapel/Performing Arts Center and DeWitt Music Hall, computer center and
residence halls, 4:30 • 5:30 p.m.

A lumni, Parents

and Friends Banquet at Fern Smith Hall, 6:45 p.m.
Classes of '58, '63, '68, '73, '78 and '83 honored. Special response from 25th Anniversary Class and presentation of
their pins. Honor Outstanding Alumni of the Year, Rev. Dr. Bernard Brunsting '40, Dr. Gene England '53 and
Dan Te Gratenhuis '72. Presentation of Athletic Hall of Fame inductees Mer! Kraai '37, Jay Hoogeveen '51 and
Patti (Achterhoff) Kruger '84. Reunion classes will meet before and after the banquet. Correspondence from
members unable to attend will be distributed. Favorite music will be played and events from your graduation
years will be recalled.
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Dance

to music from the 60's through the BO'swith The Rumbles in the DeWitt Fitness Center, 9:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 9
AIumni-Student

Campus

Worship Service in Christ Chapel, 11:00 a.m. Preaching: Rev. David Smits '58.

Store

The College bookstore

in the

Rowenhorst Student Center (RSC)
will be open
on Saturday from 10:00 a.m. -1:00
p.m. and 4:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Sport Night
The RSC will be available from 4:30
p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Saturday with
racquetball, pool tables, table tennis,
and large screen TV for children
of all ages. NO cost.

Accommodations
Orange City has the Dutch Colony Inn
(737-3490) with 20 units available and
Koning's Motel (formerly the Twilight) with 9 units (737-4908). Nearby
Sioux Center has two motels and
Sheldon has five .

.-----------------------------------,
Please clip and mail now!

Return by Oct. 1 to: Homecoming
Reservations, Northwestern
College, Orange
Make check payable to: Northwestern
Alumni Association
Name

City, IA 51041
_

Address

_

Telephone (Res)

(Bus)

_

Please list those who will be attending in addition to yourself:
Guest(s) Name (s)

'I

I

_

Child's Name

Age

_

Child's Name

Age

_

Child's Name

Age

_

Please indicated the number in your group who will be attending each of the following events:
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m, Luncheons
Saturday, Oct. 8
_N-Oub
($3.50 each)
_Open
Dining-Fern Smith I-Iall($2.75each)
4:30 p.rn. - 6:00 p,m.
_Tours (NoCharge)

6:45 p.m. - 9:00 p,m.
_Alumni,
Parents and Friends Banquet ($5.50per ticket)
9:00 p.m. -1:00 a.m.
__ The Rumbles Dance ($3.00each)
Sundav, Oct. 9
11:00a.m.
_Alumni
Worship Service

~-----------------------------------~
J5

Campus News

..

-

These Japanese students were among 40 internationals at NWC's Summer Institute. Contacts
made on a summer hip to the Pacific Rim by Dr. Lyle Vander Werff will help ensure that
more internationals experience a Northwestern education.
Silver Munaycr from Israel answers a
question in English as a Second Language
class during the Summer Institute for
IntemationalStudents.
Northwestern's

Summer Institute for

International Students had the highest
enrollment

in its four-year history, with

about 40 students attending the July 18Aug. 19 program.
The program featured an intensive

study of English as a Second Language, an
introduction

to the Christian faith and a

cross-cultural encounter with MidAmerica.
Most of the participants were from
Japan. Baiko 10 Cakuin, Northwestern's
sister college in Shimonoseki, Japan, sent

23 students.
Dr. Lyle Vander Werff, professor of
religion, directed the program and taught

Trip Strengthens Relations in Pacific Rim
A three-week

summer trip to the

professor of religion, resulted. in new and
reaffirmed. contacts with over 30 educational institutions which share the desire to
internationalize their programs.
Dr. Vander Werff spread the word of
NWC's five international programs: the
Summer Institute for International
Students; the Junior Year Program; a
transfer option for students who have an

program at Northwestern; and a Fifth Year
program before attending a
graduate
school.
Vander Werff also visited with more
than 60 former students in Japan and encouraged the formation of two Northwestern alumni chapters there. For more
information, see page 22.

Daalen for the purchase of a $378,000 45stop, four-manual concert quality pipe
organ to be installed in the new Christ

Second Language class was taught by Dr.

the tracker (mechanical)

Giving Sets Record
$2,036,OOO-a new school record and a 25
percent increase over the previous year.

Alumni giving also was at an all-time high
with just under $270,000.
'We acknowledge wi th gratitude the
generosity of our alumni and friends," said
President Dr. James Bultman. "It is only
because of your extraordinary commitment that we continue to accomplish our
mission with distinction. "

u.s.

College Signs Contract For New Chapel Organ
Northwestern entered into an agreement in July with organbuilder Jan Van

the biblical studies course. The English as a

Total giving to Northwestern College
for fiscal year 1987-88 was nearly

their

bachelor's degree here; the full four-year

Chapel/Performing Arts Center.
Van Daalen alread y has begun building

Ronald Takalo, assistant professor of
Spanish. Six tutors assisted.

A.A. degree and wish to complete

Pacific Rim by Dr. Lyle Vander Werff,

action organ in

the Netherlands. He said he hopes to begin
the installation

of the organ on campus in

late February 1989, with completion by the
end of July 1989.
"This is definitely a superior instrument," said Northwestern College President James Bultman. "We very much
wanted an organ that would do justice to

the grandeur of Christ Chapel and we are
confident that we have engaged an organbuilder for such a project. This instrument will enhance not only our own
campus activities, but will attract musicians of national reputation to concerts at

the college."
Van Daalen, who has offices in Ply16

mouth, MN, and the Netherlands, has
constructed 120 organs over the last 15
years. Among the colleges and universities
for which he has built organs are: Eastman

School of Music, Gecrge Washington
University, Indiana University, Dana
College and the Uni versity of Minnesota.
The major source of funding for the
project is from the initial pledge from the
Friends of Arvella Schuller Committee.
(Arvella Schuller is program director for
the "Hour of Power" TV ministry and wife
of Dr. Robert H. Schuller, senior pastor of

the Crystal Cathedral and "Hour of
Power." The Schullers, natives of Sioux
County, were honorary co-chairpersons
for Northwestern's
Call to Commitment

Campaign Phase Il, which included the
Christ Chapel/Performing Arts Center
and DeWitt Music Hall project.) Additional financial commitments have been
made and others are being solicited, according to Bultman.

Campus News
Indicators Point to Large Fall Enrollment
All indicators in late summer pointed
to an exceptional enrollment for the fall
semester at Northwestern.
With about a month before the start of
classes, the college already had received
the largest number of new student applications in its history. Applications were up
20 percent over last year and the number
of students indicating an intention to enroll by paying a deposit was also up nearly
20 percent.
Six college-owned houses are being
used to handle the housing overflow, says
Director of Admissions Ron De long.
De Jong, on Northwes tern's 5 taff since

1971, anticipated one of the largest enrollments in the school's history. The reason, he says, is that "Northwestern is becoming better known, people are realizing
the quality program we offer and many
more potential students are expressing
interest."
This is the second year in a row that
Northwestern has experienced a significant increase in enrollment. Last fall's total
enrollment was 900, which represented a
seven percent increase from 1986 and a 20
percent increase in freshmen. The largest
enrollment in Northwestern's history was
955 in 1980.

Campers Develop Basketball Skills
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Basketball and more basketball was on
the minds of 435 boys who attended Les
Douma's summer basketball camps at
Northwestern. The camps, in separate
weeks for junior high and high school
athletes, featured guest speakers such as
Alden Skinner, coach at Palmer, lA, High
School, and Northwestern football coach
Larry Korver.

Several '88 Alumni
in Graduate School
Several 1988 NWC graduates are in
graduate or professional schools this fall.
Following is a list as reported to the Career
Development Center and the Public
Relations Office:
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Seven students flew to Jamaica with Dr. Ian!
Johnston, associate professor of biology, for 10
days of marine biology field study this
summer. "It was very successful in terms of
exposure to different kinds of coral reef communities," said Dr. Johnston. Here, the group
is pictured with an herbalist who identified
local plants and explained how she used
them.
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435 boys attended NWC's basketball

camps.

Master's Program Off to Good Start
Sixty-six students took classes in
Northwestern's new master's degree program in elementary education during the
spring and summer terms; 20 students are
seeking to complete the master of arts
degree.
Director Dr. George Stickel says the
program's first seven months were very
positive. "The comment I hear most often
from the students is that they are constantly applying what they learn in each
class to their teaching in the elementary
school," he said.
Laree (Schiefen) Smith '86, a fourth
grade teacher at M-OC in Orange City,

Dawn Kuiper is among several 1988
alumni now in professional or
graduate school.

agrees. "Being in the master's program has
definitely helped me in the classroom. The
program is challenging and it approaches
educators in the way they should be
approached-making
sure they know
what's going on and holding them
accountable for what they have to teach."
Smith, who took six of the 10 courses
offered, said the master's program continues to bring out the Christian dimension
characteristic of Northwestern's undergraduateeducation.
Two master's courses are being offered
this fall.
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Kim Ang, music performance, Montclair
State College, Upper~ontclair,
NJ
Heidi Bonthuls, biology, University of Iowa
Mike Core, communications, Iowa State
University
Gerald Davelaar, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA
Royal Huang, biomedical engineering, New
Jersey Institute of Technology
David Kennedy, English, University of
Iowa
Dawn KUiper, medical technology, Iowa
Methodist Medical Center, Des Moines
Brad Langstraat, New Brunswick Theological Seminary.Mew Brunswick, N]
Barney Mundorf, law school, St. Louis University
Linda Richardson, physical therapy, University of Iowa
David Schram, dental school, University of
Minnesota
Bill Swart, SOciology, Marquette University,
Milwaukee
Dave Sybesma, Illinois College of Optometry, Chicago
DonakITellinghuisen, clinical and experimental psychology, University ofIowa
Paul Voigt, Communications, South Dakota
State
Darin Wiebe, Luther-Northwestern Seminary, St. Paul, MN
Janet Young, physical therapy, Washington
University at St. Louis
"Randy Haight, medical school, University
of Iowa, (deferred until 1989, teaching English
in Taiwan this year)

Six others who were in pre-professional
programs for a few years at Northwestern
have now transferred to professional programs in dentistry, pharmacy and medical
technology.

Faculty News
Three religion professors were appointed to positions in the Reformed
Church in America at a meeting of the

denomination's Commission on Nominations in Newark, N}, in May.
Dr. Lyle Vander Werlf was selected to
be one of five RCA delega tes to the World
Alliance of Reformed Churches. He will
serve a three-year term.
Dr. Earl William Kennedy received a
three-year appointment to be a member of
the Commission on History.
Dr. Sylvio Scorza was renominated as
a member of the Commission on Nominations and selected as the group's new
moderator.

Kevin Vande Streek
Kevin Vande Streek, assistant men's

basketball coach, will add the head baseball coaching duties to his responsibilities

at Northwestern.
He replaces Dr. Ron [uffer, who
stepped down to spend more time on his
responsibilities in the education department.
Vande Streek, a four-year letterwinner
at Dordt College, has a master's degree

from the University of South Dakota. He
coached several sports at his home high
school, Central Wisconsin Christian High
School in Waupun, WI, and at Western

Christian High School in Hull, lA, before
joining the Northwestern staff.
Vande Streek will be assisted by Dave
Hulsart, who coaches the Orange City
town team. He replaces Dave Mulder, who
will continue to coach men's golf.

Dr. Roy Anker

Comic Wassink
Cornie Wassink, director of the capital
campaign, also has been named director of

planned giving. He will coordinate
Northwestern's

efforts to encourage

deferred giving. In addition, he has been
appointed

as secretary of the Council for

Advancement and Support of Education
(CASE) Mid-America District Six. In that
role he serves on the district's executive

committee and will help to direct the
regional conference for college and
university advancement professionals

in

January in Kansas City.

The Raider baseball squad finished 2218 in 1988, and participated in the NAIA
District 15 playoffs.

An article by Dr. Roy Anker, associate
professor of English at Northwestern, has
received fourth place in the Evangelical
Press Association's critical review category

for material published in 1987.
Anker's winning

entry was a review of

Walker Percy's book, "The Thanatos
Syndrome," which was published in the
July 1987 issue of The Reformed Journal.
Anker also presented a paper this
summer at the Christianity and Communication Conference at Wheaton College,
Wheaton, IL. He spoke on "Finding God in
the Movies" at the interdisciplinary
conference.
Anker began a year-long personal leave
in August to serve as a Visiting Fellow at

the Calvin Center for Christian Scholarship
at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI. He
and five other scholars are exploring the
topic of "Youth, Electronic Media, and

Popular Culture."

Cheryl Buntsma

Head women's basketball and volleyball coach Cheryl Buntsma's

summer

included getting married and coaching at
Rev. Doug Shepler

many camps. She worked with the top
level athletes at a University of Iowa bas-

Chaplain Doug Shepler was a speaker
at the Great Plains Bible Camp in Underwood, ND this summer. A family camp, it

ketball camp and at a volleyball camp in
Oregon. She also coached at the North-

is under the auspices of the Siouxlands
Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in
America.

Washington and the Sheldon, lA, volleyballcamp.
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Scorza Serves as RCA Vice President
by Roberta Podbielancik
At home in Orange City several weeks
after his election as vice president of the
General Synod of the Reformed Church in
America, Rev. Dr. Sylvie Scorza, professor
of religion, reflected on the timing of his
new responsibilities.
"This is the 70 year anniversary of the
summer that my father spent working
with Jacob Heemstra (Northwestern's
presidentfrom 1928-1951) at his church in
Chicago. That was our family's first connection with the RCA and indirectly, with
Northwestern College," he said.
Scorza's wife, Phyllis, recalled that it
was some 30 years ago that she was introduced to Heemstra's wife, Hannah, who
encouraged her to become involved with
the Northwestern College Women's
Auxiliary. After serving two years as the
vice president of the Auxiliary, Mrs.
Scorza will be installed as president this
fall.
Rev. Scorza confessed he was "somewhat stunned" at his election to the second
highest office of the General Synod.
Although he is well known through the
Sunday School Guide for which he has
written lessons for over 25 years, he said
he didn't think he would get very far when
he learned a friend wanted people to
nominate him for the post. "There are
many more famous people (than me)
around General Synod," he said.
Rev. Scorza was one of seven people
with 10 or more initial votes, so he was put
on the nominee slate. He and Herman

Dr. Syl Scorza

Ridder received the most votes and Rev.
Scorza assumed Ridder would win the final vote since he has been president of the
RCA seminaries and is a member of Robert
Schuller's staff. A number of Northwestern
College alumni were at General Synod,
said Rev. Scorza, but he doesn't know why
people voted for him.
After serving a one year term, the
General Synod vice president traditionally
moves up to the presidency the following
year.
Rev. Scorza said he already has his first
assignment as vice president-to par-

ticipate in the planning of the festival
before the next General Synod to be held at
Calvin College in conjunction with the
Christian Reformed Church General
Synod.
Rev. Scorza has given some thought to
his role in the denomination's governing
body. He said he would like to see more
recognition of the diverse nature of the
denomination. He said that was covered at
this year's festival and that perhaps as a
result, Rev. Wilbur Washington, a black
pastor, was elected president and he,
Scorza, of Italian descent, was elected vice
president of General Synod.
"One of the things I would like to do is
let the diversity be known to be irrespective of geography," said Rev. Scorza.
Rev. Scorza said he will also continue
to try to promote ecumenism in the church
and he welcomes the opportunity to "in a
sense ... represent the college and college
age popula tion."
One of Rev. Scorza's major concerns, he
said, is keeping young people involved in
the church. "The voice of young people
and students needs to be heard more and
they need to be recruited to work and
commit themselves to the church," he said.
Rev. Scorza said he feels the greatest
dropout rate in congregations occurs
during the later teen years and early 20s.
"It may also be a failure of congregations
to have meaningful activity and work for
people of that age to do," he said. Rev.
Scorza hopes to work for the needs of
young people in the church during his
tenure as vice president.

YOU MAKE IT POSSIBLE!
A quality, distinctly Christian liberal arts education doesn't happen by accident. It's
the result of the exceptional effort of Northwestern faculty, staff, alumni, parents and
friends. The exciting growth that occurs in students' lives is because people like you
provide the resources that make Northwestern strong.
Your gift to the Annual Fund helps:
Provide student scholarships
Keep tuition affordable
Purchase library books and instructional equipment
Maintain a balanced budget
Provide faculty with enrichment opportunities

ALllMNI PHONATHON:
OCTOBER - DECEMBER
Northwestern students will be calling you this fall for contributions to
the Annual Fund. Be thinking about your response!
Thanks for your important role in maintaining
Northwestern's quality education!
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College Welcomes New Faculty/Staff
Fourteen new faculty/staff bring a
broad range of experience and background
to the Northwestern community. They also
bring a commitment to and love for
Christian liberal arts education; nearly all
did their undergraduate study at schools
like Northwestern.
Along with the new people are two
Northwestern faculty/staff who have new
roles this year.
Dr. Robert Zwier, associate professor of
political science, has been named acting
vice president for academic affairs. He
replaces Dr. Harold Heie, who left after
eight years to become the vice president
for academic affairs at Messiah College in
Grantham, PA.
Zwicr, a member of the Northwestern
faculty since 1979, served as chairman of
the General Studies Committee in 1982-84
during the development of a new general
education curriculum, and as coordinator
for the college's North Central Association
Accreditation Self-Study in 1984-86. He has
a doctorate and master's degree from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and a
bachelor's degree from Calvin College.
Paul Blezien is the new dean for
student affairs, replacing AI Cureton, who
is now dean of students at Sterling College
in Kansas. Cureton was on a leave of
absence for two years while completing his
doctorate at Iowa State University. Serving
as Northwestern's acting dean of student
affairs were Jim Krall (1986-87) and Barb
Cummelin (1987-88).
Blezien was assistant director of
student services at the University of
Wisconsin Cen ter-Marshfield/Wood
County from 1980-88. He has a master's
degree in student personnel administration from Ball State University and a
bachelor's from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.
Two new faculty members join the English department. Dr. Joel Westerholm,
assistant professor, comes from the University of Connecticu t, where he recei ved
his Ph.D. in 1987 and served as a teaching
assistant. He was a residence director for
Connecticut's Junior Year in London program in 1985-86. Westerholm has a
master's degree from Connecticut and a
bachelor's from Trinity College in Deerfield, IL. He replaces Dr. Larry Fink, who
has joined the faculty at Hardin-Simmons
University.

Dr. Joel Westerholm

Dr. Gillis Harp

Karen Barker
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Dr. Thomas Watson is on a one-year
appointment as assistant professor of
English while Dr. Roy Anker is on a
sabbatical at Calvin College's Calvin
Center for Christian Scholarship. Watson,
who has a Ph.D. from the University of
Louisville, did literary and theological
study at Cambridge University in 1987-88.
Watson has served as a faculty member at
the University of Colorado-Denver and
Rockmont College. He has a master's from
the University of Northern Colorado and a
bachelor's from the Uni versity of Denver.
Dr. Byron Noordewier joins Northwestern as associate professor of biology
after serving on the faculty at the University of North Dakota School of Medicine's
pharmacology department. He has a Ph.D.
from the University of Utah and a
bachelor's degree from Westmont College.
He was a postdoctoral fellow and instructor at Michigan State University after
receiving his doctorate. Noordewier
replaces Dr. Ian Johnston, who joins the
faculty at Bethel College in St. Paul, MN.
The chemistry department welcomes
Dr. Tim Lubben, assistant professor. A
Ph.D. from Cornell University, he served
as a postdoctoral research associate at
Colorado State University the last two
years. Lubben did his undergraduate work
at Calvin College. He replaces Dr. Harold
Hammerstrom, who retired.
Dr. Gillis Harp is assistant professor of
history, replacing recent retiree George De
Vries. Harp served as visiting assistant
professor at McGill University in Montreal
after receiving his Ph.D. in American
history from the University of Virginia in
1986. The recipient of a master's from
Virginia and a bachelor's from Carleton
University, he also served two years as a
visiting instructor at the University of
Toronto.
New in the mathematics department
are Glen (Keith) Foster and Shari Brink.
Foster recently completed his master's
degree at the University of Arkansas,
Fayetteville. He did his undergraduate
work at john Brown University. He replaces Gordon Brumels, who retired.
Brink is a 1983 NWC graduate who
taught math at East Union High School in
Afton, lA, for two years and was a teacher
with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Papua
New Guinea from 1985-87. This summer
she began work on a master's of divinity at

)
Dr. Robert Zwier and Pam Thompson have new positions this year. He is
the acting vice president for academic affairs and she is director of student
activities.

Fuller Theological Seminary. She is filling
a one-year appointment, replacing John
Allen, who is on a faculty development
leave to work on his doctoral dissertation
at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New
York.
Jeff and Karen Barker share a joint
appointment as assistant professors of
theatre/ speech. They come from DeKalb,
IL, where he was a lecturer / director in the
departmen t of thea tre arts at N orthern
Illinois University and she just completed
her M.F.A. Previously, Jeff was director of
dramatics at Geneva College in Pennsylvania and Karen was a lecturer there. He has
an M.A. from Northern Illinois and they

Dr. Thomas Watson
received bachelor's degrees from Seattle
Pacific University. They replace Beth
McGee, who is now on the theatre faculty
at Case Western Reserve University in
Cleveland.
Venda Post, a 1988Northwestern
alumna, has accepted a one-year instructor
position in accounting. The recipient of
Northwestern's 1988 Outstanding Accounting Student Award, she has experience as a bookkeeper for the City of
Orange City. Post replaces Glenn Bayerkohler, who joined the faculty at
Southwest State University in Marshall,
MN.
Pam Thompson'86 is the new director
of student activities. She had been an
admissions counselor for the last two
years. Thorn pson replaces Barb Cummelin,
who left after four years to become

director of leadership development and
campus life at Seattle Pacific University.
The admissions office welcomes Rachel
Ruisch, Deb Tiemens '81 and Jeff Van Der
Werff'83. Ruisch, a 1983 graduate olthe
University of Northern Iowa, attended
Northwestern for one year. Her previous
employment includes working at a ranch
for juvenile delinquent boys, serving as a
Campus Life director with Youth for
Christ, and singing with the Carpenter's
Tools, a Youth for Christ music group. She
is an admissions counselor.
Tiemens and Van Der Werff, who
previously worked for several years in the
admissions office, return as assistant

Paul Blezicn
Vonda Post
directors of admissions after a year away
from Northwestern. Tiemens worked on a
master's degree in educational psychology
and counseling at the University of South
Dakota and plans to complete the degree in
1989-90. Van Der Werff spent the year in
California and Washington. Gone are Craig
Carlson '87, who is now a counselor at the
Boys and Girls Home in Sioux City; Joanna
Williams '87, who hopes to go to graduate
school; and Pam Thompson.
(Pictures unavailable at press time for Dr. Tim
Lubben, Keith Foster, Dr. Byron Noordewier, Shari
Brink, Jeff Barker and Rachel Ruisch.)
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Deb Tiemens and Jeff Van Der
Werlf are back as assistant
directors of admissions after a
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Alumni in Japan Form Chapters
by Dr. Lyle Vander Werlf
Director for International
Over 100 Northwestern

Programs
alumni now

dwell in Japan. Several ofthese attended
Northwestern over 20 years ago and are in
prime positions contributing to the

leadership of this thriving nation. Most
have been at Northwestern

in the last

decade for one of the five programs geared
to meet the needs of international

students.

Over 70 have attended the past three
Summer Institutes which offer five weeks
in advanced oral English, the Gospel of
John and experience of Mid-America.

Almost 40 more from Japan attended the
fourth Summer Institute this year. The

Summer Institute. Nori, married to another

NWC graduate, Janelle (Wynveen 'SO),
teaches at Meiji Gakuin High School. Also
in attendance were Yoko Kabaya (74-76),
Misoto Hosokawa (77), Beth (Bonnema)
Sakuri '59, Kayo Suzuki (5186),Masako
Suzuki (5187),Aiko Takimoto (81-82) and
Hiroka Ota (85-86).
It was agreed that an "All-Japan
Alumni Directory" was needed to build
this network of support.

On June 5th, 40 former Baiko Jo Gakuin
students who have attended Northwestern

(87-88). It was agreed that Baiko and NWC
facul ty should be counted as honorary
members and invited to attend all meetings. We are especially appreciative of the
labors of Chancellor Hirotsu, President
Sato, Chaplain Arata Togeguchi, Dr. and
Mrs. Mukoyama, and Professor Yasusuke

Ogawa.
The goals of the alumni chapters in

Japan are:

(l)

to foster Christian higher

education based on the vision that God is
at work in Christ reconciling all nations to

himself for peace; (2) to encourage the

Junior Year Program attracted 16 from
Baiko Jo Gakuin (our sister college)

between 1981 and 1988, and four more
have enrolled this fall. From the high
schools and junior colleges of the Tokyo
area have corne more than 20 others who
stayed for four or two years and graduated
with a Northwestern bachelor' 5 degree. A
more recent phenomenon has been high

school faculty who have come for a
"sabbatical" year, or college graduates
who spend a "fifth year" at Northwestern
before tackling a graduate school in the
States.
As I visited over 60 former students
during a two week summer visit to Japan,
reunions of Northwestern alumni at severallocations proved to be so rewarding
that it was agreed to form two NWC
alumni chapters.
The NWC Alumni Chapter of Eastern

Japan (Hokkaido to Nagoya with its center
at Tokyo) was organized on May 28th at
the home of Ron and Ruby Korver at
Zushi (near Kamakura). The Korvers have
pioneered cross-cultural student ex-

changes for many years as Ron '43, '46 has
taught at Meiji Gakuin Higashi Murayama
High School and Ruby '53 at Keisen
Jogakuen High School and Junior College.
The Korvers serve as missionaries of the
Reformed Church in America.
Appointed to serve on a coordinating
committee for Eastern Japan were: [unko
(Hirasawa) Nagao '70 as convcner,Jeneva

(Breed) Shindo '54 and Norimichi Odate
'so. Nagao has spread the word about
Northwestern in the Tokyo area.jcn
Shindo went to Japan to teach English for
three years after Northwestern and now
resides with her husband at Oi so. Because
of her encouragement, many of her former
students and friends have attended the

Dr. Vander Werff poses with members of the NWC Alumni Chapter of Eastern Japan.

met on the Junior College campus at
Shimonoseki for a time of fellowship and
remembrance. It was exciting to hear of the
personal and professional ad ventures of
each since graduation from Baiko.Interest
was expressed in maintaining the Balko-

NWC ties in the future and so the NWC
Alumni Chapter of Western Japan (Osaka
to Okinawa with its base at Baiko in
Shirnonoscki) was organized. It was
fascinating to observe the love for Northwestern and the esprit de corps demons tra ted by those present.
The Coordinating Committee for

Western Japan will include the following:
Shima Suematsu Aratsu (82-83) as convener, Shinko Okamura (83-84), Yasuko

Oga Nakamura (81-82), and Kimiko Fujii
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network of cooperating Christian institutions like Baiko and Northwestern and
their unique programs in international and
cross-cultural exchange; (3) to provide a

network of Christian fellowship; (4) to
plan for an annual reunion and/or receptions for alumni whenever NWC and

Baiko faculty get-together; and (5) to assist
students seeking international

education

by information and financial/scholarship
support.
Alumni Director Doug Van Berkum
will be in correspondence
with these new
chapters and urges alumni to inform his
office of changes of address and of personal events and milestones which can be
shared in alumni publications.

Women's Auxiliary:
60 Years of Dedication
by Peg Krambeck '89

their pennies on the strips of paper that

In service and devotion they have been
seamstresses, cooks, janitors, interior
decorators, chauffeurs and prayerful
supporters of Northwestern since 1928.
After 60 years, the school's Women's
Auxiliary continues to freely give in order
to maintain Northwestern's
quality
education from a Christian perspective.

could be added together to total one mile.
The birthday cake project is a tradition
that is still carried on; each year parents

have the opportunity to order cakes from
the AUXiliary to be delivered to their sons/
daughters on special occasions.
The Apron Fund began as a project in
which miniature aprons were made with

Under the direction of the AUxiliary's
first president, Hannah Heemstra, the
women began their mission cooking,
cleaning, sewing and painting at the
Northwestern Academy. When students
began living on campus in September of
1944, the Auxiliary became more involved
by providing fruits, vegetables and canned

goods for students.
In 1950, the Auxiliary pledged to provide the funds needed to furnish the
lounge, dining hall and kitchen in the

newly built Heemstra Hall. When the
rooms in Heemstra were decorated later,
the Auxiliary provided finances as well.
However, it has never been enough for

the women to just pay the bills-they've
also given their own labor. For many
summers, members of the Auxiliary swept
through the dormitories with dust rags,
mops and furniture polish.

At the initial meeting on August 28,

The Women's Auxiliary's many contributions to Northwestern included money for construction
of Prexy House, now Granberg Hall, and the sewing of robes for the Academy Choir. (Shown is
the 1944 choir.)

1928, the original purpose of the Women's
Auxiliary was defined as follows: " ... to
help create deeper interest among the
women of the church in the Christian

request for donations.

training of youth through Northwestern

decided that everyone had all the minia-

the Auxiliary, says, "They (Auxiliary

College; also to promote the material

ture aprons they'd ever need, the Apron
Fund evolved into the solicitation of an
offering taken within guilds of churches
associated with the Women's Auxiliary.
Since the mid-70s, the Auxiliary has
sponsored Family Fairs. Originally including a farmers' market, arts and crafts,
free children's entertainment, beef barbeques, and an auction in the evening, the

members) love Christian education.

welfare of the college." The Auxiliary has
maintained this philosophy over the past
60 years. "I see the AUxiliary as an active
corps of committed Northwestern supporters, willing to respond as campus needs
arise," said Phyllis Scorza, who will be
installed as the Auxiliary's new president

Sept. 26.
The Auxiliary has responded

to needs

by picking students up at the airport when
they arrive in the fall or raising funds to

little pockets containing verses. The
miniature aprons were then mailed an-

RSC Fi mess Center, and furnishings in the
Hannah Heemstra and Gertrude Fisher

nually to each member of the Auxiliary in

dining rooms.

When the women

of pennies:' the birthday cake project, the
Apron Fund and the Family Fair. For the
"miles of pennies," Auxiliary members

distributed strips of paper one foot in
length, and they asked people to line up

talent. She specifically mentioned one
occasion in which she had baked a birth-

day cake for a student. She cut up a large

an important role in the construction

"miles

and are pleased with the "products from
Northwestern."
Phyllis Scorza also mentioned that it is
rewarding to volunteer one's time and

strawberry and made rosettes on the top of

Ramaker Library and Granberg Hall
including

That's

why they're so willing to go all out." She
added that they also love young people

Family Fair has developed into a fall

Arts Center.

Over the years the Auxiliary has had

Draayer, current president of

bazaar which is annually held in connection with Parents' Day.

meet a pledge of $50,000 for the narthex
windows in the ChristChapel/Performing

many novel fundraisers,

Wilmyna

The Auxiliary's donations have played
of

the cake. She had the privilege to be within
hearing distance of the birthday girl when
she saw the cake. "Her squeal of delight
was enough thanks for all 30 years I've
been involved with the Auxiliary," she

(when it was built for a president's home).
The organization has also funded a salary
for a bible professor, campus landscaping,
and renovation and assumption of the
mortgage for Northwestern's Playhouse.
Other gifts include lighted campus signs,

said. "Some of us still get such joy from
doing that for students."
For 60 years, the Northwestern's
Women's Auxiliary has been repaid not in
dollars but with something much more

carpet for West Hall, equipment for the

fulfilling-the
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joy of giving.

Optimism High for Fall Teams
FOOTBALL

When the 1988 Red Raider football
team reported to campus Aug. 15, Coach
Larry Korver had one of the largest contingents in a long time--88 men. The
squad includes 35 returning lettermen and
45 new recruits.
'We have a few more guys and they
are more ready to play," said Korver. 'We
expected more from them in the offseason, they worked hard, and we should
see a much greater commitment."
Korver is optimistic

of the role experi-

ence should play on this year's team.
Eighteen players return who were starters
at one time or another on last year's 3-7
team 00 on offense and eight on defense).
Looking especially strong is the offensive
line, with six starters back. "The line is
going to have to be an example

for the rest

of the team in terms of confidence and the
ability to be consistent," said Korver.
The fifth winningest football coach in
NAJA Division II, with a .749 percentage
(162-53-4), Korver expects to see some
good competition again this year. The
three other members of the new Tri-State
Football A thletic Conference- Westmar,
Benedictine (KS) and Peru State (NE)-are
expected to be tough, and opponents
Hastings, Midland Lutheran, Morningside
and Nebraska Wesleyan also expect good
seasons.
'We've got our work cut out for us every game, but I think our kids can rise to
the occasion," said Korver.
With an excellent group of new players
and an eye to the future, the Raiders will
be playing a junior varsity schedule for the
first time since the late 1970s.
VOLLEYBALL
With a large number of returning
players from last year's 14-10 volleyball
squad, Coach Cheryl Buntsma says, "We'll
be able to put together a good team,"
Buntsma added several matches to the
schedule to give the young squad many
opportunities for experience. Key dates for
the team are Sept. 16-17, when the Raiders
participate in the Nebraska Wesleyan
tourney, and Oct. 8, as they compete in a
tournament at Briar Cliff.
Many students will have the opportunity to compete-at least 25 were expected
to go out for the team. Eight sophomores
will be vying for varsity spots.
A change in the system that determines

the participants in the NAlA District 15
playoffs encourages Coach Buntsma. The
system now is set up so that teams receive
points based on whether they are playing a
winner or loser, at home or away.
MEN'S

GOLF

The men's golf team is coming off a 556 record last year, when the squad had the
best win/loss percentage in NWC history.
Although some key players are gone,
Coach Dave Mulder expects another good
year.
Heading the team are Mike Ray, who
made the a11-district team and finished
second in the district tourney as a freshman last year, and two-year letterwinner
Matt Bultman.
Also returning are Bryan Vander Lee,
Randy Fonkert and John Olson. Three
freshmen who had good high school golf
careers also hope to contribute.

of three players from last year's squad,
along with three "quality recruits" coming
in. Returning are: letterwinners Berta
Ramos and Denise Hansen, and Dawn Van
Berkum.
"It's very realistic for us to have
consistent scores under 100 this year,
which is a step in the right direction," said
Bartlett.

WOMEN'S

TENNIS

All of the players from last year's
women's tennis team return, leading
Coach Dick Beach to be optimistic.
Last season's number one player, junior
Jill Horstman, is joined by Karen Bowers,
who was the number one player at
Simpson College two years ago. Bowers
transferred to NWC last year, but was ineligible for competition. With Horstman
and Bowers, Beach says the Raiders will
have"a real solid duo at the top of the
lineup."
Five other returnees are joined by a
newcomer.
With the tennis courts resurfaced in
August, Northwestern will have at least
two home matches, plus an invitational
singles tournament on Oct. 7-8.

CROSSCOUNTR~TRACK

With many returnees, the volleyball team
hopes to improve on last year's 14-10 record.

WOMEN'S

GOLF

"I'm anticipating a very much improved season," says Paul Bartlett,
women's golf coach.
His optimism is sparked by the return
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In a season described by Coach Dale
Thompson as "setting the stage for future
years," the cross country team will be
running a complete schedule and competing seriously in the districts for the first
time in several years.
Key meets are the Iowa Intercollegiate
Championship Oct. 8 and Wartburg Invitational Oct. 29.
Thompson expects senior Chris Halligan to be the men's team leader. His goal
is to qualify for the national track indoors
1,000 meter race; he just missed last year.
Returning letterwinners Russ Smith and
Greg Marco are joined by a number of
good recruits.
Some members of the women's track
team and two recruits are expected to
compete in cross country.
Track team members not involved in
another fall sport will be practicing with
the cross country team and participate in
an indoor track meet in early December.
The indoor season starts in January.

Van Holland Wins Advising Award
Dr. Dick Van Holland, associate professor of business and economics, has been
honored for his academic advising skills in
a national competition.
Van Holland is one of 37 winners of a
Certificate of Merit in the National
Recognition Program for Academic Advising sponsored by the ACT /National
Academic Advising Association (NACADA). The recipients, and nine Outstanding Adviser winners, will be honored at
the NACADA Annual Conference in
Miami Oct. 12.
The award and certificate winners were
selected from 100 advisers nominated by
their college or university.
Van Holland, who advises 50-60
students, was nominated by Dr. Harold
Heie, former vice president for academic
affairs. Phil Patton, chairman of the
business and economics discipline, and
four of Van Holland's advisees also wrote
testimonials in support of his candidacy.
Hcie wrote, "In my 24 years of involvement with three different liberal arts
colleges I have never met a person who is
as deeply committed as Dick is to the
advising process. He consistently expresses care and concern for each of his

NWC Movie Schedule
Sept. 2-3
"Three Men and a Baby"
Sept. 9-10
"Broadcast News"
Sept. 16-17
"Hope and Glory"
Sept. 23-24
"Princess Bride"
Sept. 30-0cl. 1
"Children of a Lesser God"
Oct. 7-8
"La Bamba"
Oct. 21-22
"Mr. Morn"
Oct. 28-29
"The Living Daylights"
Nov. 11-12
"Overboard"
Nov. 18-19
"Trip to Bountiful"
Nov. 25-26
"Grease"
Dec. 2-3
"Glass Menagerie"
Dec. 9-10
"Man from Snowy River, Part 2"
Dec. 16-17
"Miracle on 34th Street"
Show times at 7 and 9:30 p.m., Bogaard
Theatre.

many advisees as an individual, and
works tirelessly with them both in helping
them to develop their academic schedules
and in counseling of a more personal
nature."
Van Holland said he enjoys advising
students. "1 try to establish a relationship
with the students so that they know they
can come in to talk with me at any time
and discuss anything. I want them to
know that I really care about them."
Selected by the Northwestern
student
body as the 1988 Faculty Member of the
Year, Van Holland teaches a variety of
courses in accounting, business education
and office management.
He has an
associate's degree from Northwestern
Junior College, a bachelor's from Augustana College in Sioux Falls, and a master's
and doctorate from the University of South
Dakota. He taught business at Canton, SD,
High School from 1960 until joirting the
Northwestern
faculty in 1979.

Development Staff
Assume New Roles
Don Vander Stoep has resigned his
position as vice president for development
because of health reasons.
"This is a very significant loss for the
college," said President James Bultman.
"We will miss not only his professional
expertise, but also his con tagious positive
spirit and personal friendship. It is our
hope and prayer that his health may yet
allow him to continue with special assignments in the development
office."
A search will begin immediately
for his
successor. In the interim, Wayne Kooiker,
vice president for business affairs, will
assume overall responsibility
for the
development
area and Harold Van Oer
Weide, director of church relations, will
assume day-to-day administrative
tasks.
Dr. Bultman and Cornie Wassink, director
of capital fundraising/planned
giving, will
have added fundraising responsibilities.

Beacon Challenge Begins
In an effort to improve the percentage
of giving by alumni to Northwestern
College, the Alumni Relations Office has established the Beacon Challenge.
Alumni classes which have either 40
percent of their members can tribu ting to
NWC in a given fiscal year (July l-June 30)
or a four percent increase in the percentage
of members participating
over the previous year will be designated
as Beacon
Classes.
Class agents will challenge their
classmates to help reach the Beacon Class
distinction. All Beacon Classes will be
prominently
displayed on the Alumni
Wall in the Rowenhorst
Student Center
and appropriately
designated in the next
Northwestern
College Annual Report.
The Beacon Class dcsigna tion ties in
with Northwestern's
motto, Cod is Light,
and honors The Beacon student newspaper, which has been an important part of
the college since 1928.
"A Beacon Class can help to ensure that
Northwestern
will continue to be a light in
the darkness," said Doug Van Berkum,
director of alumni rela nons.
CAMPUS

VISITATION
Sept. 30
Oct. 10
Oct. 28
Nov.1S
Dec. 8

DAYS

Position Available
VICE PRESIDENT FOR DEVELOPMENT
NORTHWESTERN COLLEGE
The VicePresident for Development is a senior level administr a lor
reporting to the president and responsible for all fundraising and
promotional efforts of the college. Persons interested in becoming a
candidate or recommending a candidate should communicate directlv with the President.
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'33

Bernard

De Cook is currently

treasurer

and

director of Plastic Products Inc. in Ft. Collins,
co. However, he considers himself "mostly
retired. "
Henry Vermeer
(Kooiker) Vermeer

and his wife, Alberta
('36), are now enjoying

retirement. They live in Hull, lA, and Bradenhe is senior pastor to retired
widows and missionaries.

t01\ FL, where

ministers,

'42
Dr. Clarence Ver Steeg received an
honorary doctorate from Morningside College
at its May commencement

exercises. He spent

36 years on the faculty and staff at Northwestern University, including service as dean of the
graduateschool

'44
John De Haan's last day of work as a
computer

programmer

for

the Iowa Depart-

A£YMNtNiiw~{{ill---------------

ment of Human Services was June 30. He
worked there the last 11 years, He looks
forward to his hobbies of reading and skeet
shooting during his retirement.

Auction Date Set
Mark your calendars now for the 1989
Alumni Gala Auction on Feb. 24 in Fern
Smith Hall. It promises to be another fun
evening of fellowship, exciting purchases
and support of Northwestern College.
If you have items or services that you
would like to donate for sale at the
auction, please contact Alumni Director
Doug Van Berkum, Northwestern College,
Orange City, IA 51041, (712) 737-4821, ext.
111. Merchandise at the auction runs the
gamut from vacations, horse-drawn buggy
and sleigh rides, contact lenses, cases of
oil, handmade quilts and chiropractic
services.

'48
Leonard Krommendyk and his wife,
Lorraine (De [eng), live in Orange City. He
retired in 1987 from being a teacher, coach and
administrator of several schools. She is a
homemaker.
Ken Vermeer Is now serving as personnel
director of PacificCoast Tour Company in
Anaheim, CA. He has four children and enjoys
woodworking.
Gerald Van Arendonk has been in family
practice in Kalamazoo, MI, since 1960. He and
his wife, Barbara, have four sons and look
forward to retirement.

'53

Alumni Corner

The Giesmans

Muriel (VerHoeven) Oiesman is now
retired and lives in Mason City, IA. She and her
husband, Henry, have toured 49 states during
the summer on their motorcycle.

by Doug Van Berkum '62
Director of Alumni Relations

Square or sentimental as this might
make me, Iam intensely proud of my
college.
At a time when the world seems to be
turning itself inside out daily, Northwestern has very obviously not lost her way.
And I for one am convinced she never will.
No matter what controversies may arise,
no matter how hard the problems she has
to solve, Northwestern will hold her
course.
Why? What is so special about this
institution? When the Annual Report
comes out later this year, you'll see a
record year in gifts to Northwestern. In
addition, we are optimistic over this fall's
projected enrollment. All of this means
that good things are happening on cam pus
and we have a facility and staff committed
to continued success. Alumni giving
showed a moderate increase, but still a
record at just under $270,000. Businesses
this year gave just under $220,000 with our
recently completed Business, Professional
and Industry Annual Fund Drive going

over goal at more than $70,000.
Now I trust you will not take any of
this to mean that Northwestern's future is
assured, no matter what we as alumni do
or fail to do.
I would like to alert you to four
important events. The first is an alumni
survey that will be arriving within days of
your receiving this publication. Your answers and volunteering on this survey will
have a lot to say about how strong Northwestern can stay in recruiting students and
placing graduates in the job market.
EVERYONE can be involved in this, because financial resources are not a prerequisite.
Also included in this issue is information on the Annual Fund, Gala Auction
and Homecoming. Your involvement is
clearly a key toward another successful
year.
With thanks for your best efforts,

UOUlO
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John Vande Steeg
John Vande Steeg and his wife, Diane
(Mattlin '54), are now in Des Moines. He is
currently branch manager for Shine-Hattiry.

'55
Al Netten, who lives in Bloomington, MN,
has joined Griffin Real Estate Company as a
sales associate in the industrial real estate
group. He serves as a member of the Bloomington Fine Arts ExecutiveCommittee.

-------------~li~£PMNtN~w~iril------------
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at Southwest State University in Marshall, MN.
He coaches the offensive line and special teams,
and works with student-athletes whose
academic needs require monitoring, tutoring
and development.

Bob Hoogeveen was elected chairman of
the Planning and Fiscal Committee of the Iowa
State Commission of Mental Health, Mental
Retardation and Developmental Disabilities. He
is the executive director of Village Northwest

'82

Unlimited in Sheldon.

'64
Thelma Fl'errylParks of Springfield, MO,
recently got a new job as an English teacher.
She had been working as a secretary.

'65

California State Senator John Garamendi,
right, presents Dr. Preston Ste~enga with a
resolution honoring him for hIS 20 years of
service to California State University,
Sacramento.

State Honors Stegenga

Rev. Cornie Van De Hoef
Rev. Comie Van De Hoe! and his wife are
now in lexington, KY, where they are starting
the first Reformed Church in the northern half
of Kentucky.

'72
John Birchard of Brooklyn Park, MN, is
chief financial officer and operations manager
ofUMe,Inc.

'74
Jim Woudstra is the new head basketball
coach, sports information director and assistant
professor of physical education at Sterling
College in Sterling. KS. With an enrollment of
600, Sterling is a Christian liberal arts college
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).

'76
Tern Ahlm of Maple Grove, MN, is now
teaching in Minneapolis.

'77
Terry and Susan (Paarlberg '78) Klinker
now live in Dublin, OH. Terry has been
promoted to sales training associate with Adria

Dr. Preston Stegenga, Northwestern's
president from 1955-1966, has been honored by the California State Senate and
Assembly with resolutions in recognition
of his 20 years of service at California State
University,Sacramento.
He has served as director of the International Center and vice president for
academic affairs during his years at CSU.
President Donald Gerth recently appointed Dr. Stegenga to be his special assistant.
Stegenga has had extensive administrative experience in international and
higher education. In recognition of this
distinguished service he has also been
recently honored by U.S. Congressman
Robert Matsui, who presented him a citation that is recorded in the Congressional
Record in the Capitol. The California
Secretary of State, March Fong Eu, has also
presented him with a Distinguished
Service Award.
In recognition of his international career, awards and citations have been presented to him by various foreign governments, such as Liberia, Venezuela, West
Germany and the United Nations Development Programme.
Laboratories, a company dealing in cardiovascular and anti-cancer therapy.
Susan Den Herder-Thomas of New York, is
a student for M.Div./MSSW degrees in a joint
program between Union Seminary and
Columbia University.
Dr. Melvin and Shelley ('SO)Wallinga and
their three children are now living in Orange
City, where he is in family practice. They were
previously in Yakima, WA.

'81
Kelly Kroger has been appointed assistant
football coach and learning resources assistant
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Dorothy (Cadwell) Ackley was married to
Colin in June of '88. She continues to work as a
shift supervisor at the lab at St. Luke's Hospital
in Cedar Rapids, IA.
LeRoy Boender graduated in May with the
Master of Divinity degree from Western
Theological Seminary and was ordained at
Bethel Reformed Church in Sheldon, lA, June
23. He is now an associate pastor at Hamilton
Reformed Church, Hamilton, MY.
Jim Boeve is currently working on his
master's degree in statistics at the University of
Nebraska in Lincoln.
Elaine (Bakker) Lawrensen and her
husband, Barry, of Orange City, spent five
weeks of the summer in japan and Guam. They
visited friends and worked with Trans World
Radio, where they served in 1983-85.

'83
Steven Beals received his Doctor of
Optometry degree from the Illinois College of
Optometry in May.

Ten Students Receive
Alumni Scholarships
Ten students are 1988-89 recipients of
$500 Alumni Scholarships, provided by
the Alumni Association Scholarship Fund.
Those who have received Alumni
Scholarships are: Doug Abel, a Randolph,
WI, senior physical education major; Mike
Blankers, a sophomore psychology and
sociology major from Bellflower, CA; Sheri
Harthoorn, a senior English major from
Orange City; Greg Heemstra, a Primghar,
lA, junior elementary education and
physical education major; and Kenneth
Meendering, an Orange City senior
majoring in business administration.
Also: Eusibius Peters, a sophomore in
the pre-engineering program from
Sarawak, Malaysia; Douglas Smit, a senior
social work major from Ireton, IA; Troy
Vugteveen, a senior from Lakewood, CA,
who majors in psychology; Nancy Wollman, a junior English major from Menno,
SD; and Mishelle Wurpts, a sophomore
from Ogden, lA, who is majoring in
religion and French.
The Alumni Endowed Scholarship
Fund is supported by reunion class
donations and the annual Gala Auction.
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Marriages
Ronald and Beverly (Bouwman '78)

Births

Rosenboom,son, Todd Manuel, joins Emily (4).

Everett 'Doc' ('71) and Bonnie (lntveld '76)
Van Leeuwen, son, Brent Lee, joins Kyle.
Larry ('72) and Janice Lovin, son, Mark
Samuel (by adoption), joins Matthew Aaron
Tom ('73) and Doris (Dickinson '81) Estes,
daughter, Jennifer Ann.
Roger ('74) and MaryAnn Ewoldt,

daughter, KylaLynn.
Milt ('74) and Marilyn Ulfers, daughter,
Chelsey Ranae.
David ('75) and Thelma Belt, daughter,
Aidan Marie.

Jeff and Terri ('76) Ahlm, daughter,
Jennifer.
Randy ('77) and Barb <Vander Matm '76)
Ooetre, son, Tyler Dean, joins Drew Randall.
Dave Ritsema ('77) and Linda Vander
Matm ('78), son, Mark Andrew, joins Davis
WilIiam (2).

Tom ('80) and Elaine (James) De Vries,
son, Brett.
Terry ('80) and Eileen (Korver'83)
Johnson, daughter, Olivia Grace, joins Clark (2
1/2).
Doug ('80) and Lori (Sass '83) Smit, son,
David Jnhn.
James ('83) and Sandra Miller, son, Jordan
James.
Michael and Lisa (Boonstra '83) Plueger,
daughter, Maria Anne.

Jay ('84)and Carol (De Haan '86) Rozeboom, daughter, Breann Ruth.

Rod ('84)and Karen (Campbell '82)
Veldhuizen, 501\ Nathan Andrew, joins Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Eric ('86) Te Grootenhuis,
son, Jordan Lee.
Tim ('87) and Dana (Van Maanen '87)

Vink, daughter, Karis.
Dave and Lesli ('90) Kohout, daughter,
Michelle Lynne.

Dorothy Cadwell ('82) and Colin AckleyCedar Rapids, IA
Gwen De Vries ('84) and Troy GroveFreeport, IL
Becky Grantham ('88) and Dan Mortenson-Orange
City
Renee Hegstad ('88) and Jeff GuthmillerOrange City
Brian Mulder ('8S) and Denise Van
Zanten-Rock. Valley, IA
Doreen Schoep ('88) and Curt Brands

('83)--orange City
Russ Verburg ('87) and Nora De Haan

('88l-Newkirk, IA
Lori Vanden Hoek ('88) and Carl Wynja

('88)-Alton, IA
Kurt Kenobbie

('89) and Mary Vander

Aarde ('88)-Orange City
Sandra Ten Braak ('89) and Bill Francis

('871-Hull,IA
Jane Van DerWeide

('89) and Kurt Korver

('89)--orange City
Teri Van Wechel ('89) and Tony Anderson

('87)-Orange City

Women's Tennis Tourney

'84
Gwen (De Vries) Grove is a credit and
collection clerk and her husband, Troy is a
programmer/analyst.
They reside in Freeport,
IL.
A. Martha Rammelkamp was ordained as a
minister in the RCA June 26 at First Reformed
Church in Hospers, lAo She is now pastor of the
Mt. Pleasant Reformed Church in Hudson. NY.
She received the Master of Divinity degree from
Western Theological Seminary in May.
I

'85
Sandy (Boone) Damhof received the Robert
Hatcher Prize in May from New Brunswick
Theological Seminary. The award is given to the
junior or middler who excels in Christian
education.

jenelle lllulson) Clabaugh of Ankeny, lA, is
at a new job at Lutheran Social Services as a
social worker.

'87
Kevin Brasser was a finalist in this year's
Sallie Mae competition This award recognizes
outstanding performance by first-year teachers.
He is a teacher in Paullina, lA.

Alumni women tennis players are invited to participate in Northwestern's first
annual Homecoming Invitational Singles
Tournament Oct. 7-8.
Northwestern's women's tennis team
and other college teams will participate,
but individuals are welcome to enter. Play
will be in two flights with 16 players in
each flight. Each flight will have a winner's
and loser's bracket; entrants are guaran-

Jerry Zomermaand ('90) and Gretchen
Zeutenhorst-Sioux
Center
Cheryl Statema (NWC Women's Athletic
Coordinator and VolleybaWBasketball
Coach)
and John Buntsma-c-Lynden, WA

teed a minimum of two matches. Individual awards will be given for first through
third places in each flight.
For more information, contact by Sept.
30: Dick Beach, tennis coach, Northwestern
College, Orange City, IA 51041, (712) 7374821, ext. 192.

------------------------,

--Des;~~~;ely Seeking ~

Susan ~

Well-traveled,
trim alumni magazine is looking for companionship.
Would enjoy nothing better than a full mailbox of letters describing the
latest accomplishments
of Northwestern
alumni. We could make great
news together.
Please respond to: Classic, Northwestern College, Orange City, IA 51041
Name
Class of
_
Address
Latest News

_
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